General Subjects Section
ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT
THE INFANTRY 8CHOOL

Fort Bemning, Georgis

mvmc:zn INFANTRY omcms COURSE
19h8 - 1949 :

THE CROSSING OF THE RHINE NORTH
OF THE RUHR (OPERATION PLUNDER), 23 - 28
~ MARCH 1945 '
(GENTRAL EUROPE CAMPAIGN)

| .Typ_e of_--oﬁqfation.dqaoribad: ARMY. GROUP IN A RIVER
- o o OROBSIHG

Major Ja.mea Go Bennot'b, Iu.fnntry .
ADVANGED IN?AHTEI OFFICERS CLASS NO-I



N ) TABLE OF CONTEN?S @

2st Army Group Miseion and PLED csresersesessiverssrrassisoscrrenes

 Boomy S1tustion cecscesccsccasessrccntsocitnniscncrsassarnrnornase

The Terrain R S
'Propara.tion For The Crosaing ool’-_ogoogfogofoof'f-fto,,og-_fgogygn.o,,y,
Analyai' and Gri'bicism oontocoouoo--o-conloooo-o--oooootoooooooooaoo

LeBAONS ceevsetrsecssnsesrrestresnensssssosssstosabossvessseasncrsacse

 Map A ~ General _s_itu#tion 8 February - 12 March 1945,
Msp B - Situation 23 March and 21st Army Group Plans.
Map C - XVI Corps Crossing S.’n_.tego

Map D - Situation 2l March 1945, |

‘Map B = The Attack 25 = 28 March 1945,

=

;00-40\#:'\»-»#

N N
= O



. BIBLIOGRAPHY .

&-1 21lst Army Oroup~Normendy to the Baltic
o By Field Marshal the Viscount of Alemein
(April 1946) (718 Library)

A-2 Operation Research in NN Burope, The uori: of No. 2
: Operational Research Section with 2lat Aimy Grouwp
(June 194 ~ July 19L5) (No date) (TI8 Library)

A=3 Britain at War-Army-British &nd Allies October 1Shk - 8eptamber 19115 )
By Mejor B, W. Sheppard, O.B.E., M.Ce
(No date) (TIS I.ibrary)

A=l A Record of the War-The Twenty-Second Quarter
- (Janvary 1, 1945 « March 31, 1945)
By Fhillp Graves, (No date) (TIS Librery)

A=5 History of the XVI Corps
(Pebruary 19h7) (T.IS I-ibmry)

1-6 Gonquer (19lL~1945) The Story of the N:lnth Arnw
(Aprid 1947) (TIS Library) ‘.

A-7 Mssion Accomplished-mn Airborns corps-rhe Story of the
"Fighting Corps®
(No date) (TI8 mbrary)

A-8 First Allied Airborne Army—@peration Varait.y
(19 May 1945) (TIS Library)

'A~9  Dmmediate Report #99, Headquarters European Theater of Operations
(k Aprid 19L5) ('I‘IB Library)

A=10 Report by the Bupreme Comnander o ‘the.Combined Chiefs of Staff
on the Operations in Euroge of Allied BExpeditionsry Force
(6 June 19hh 8 May 1915 (Parsoml Posseasion)

A-11 "Military Review! (August 1948) Volume XXVIII, Number 5
Command and General Staff Collegé, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
Engineex Group in the Rhine River Crossing
By Lts Col. John Co Dalrymple, pe h2

A=12 The Rhine Crossing~Twelfth Army Group Enginur eperations
By Brigadier General P, H, Timothy
(No date) (TIS mbrary)

A=13 Ninth Arny Engineer Oparationa in Rhine River Crossing
| (June 19h5) (sz Library)

A-ly Report of Airbornme Landings, Operat:len "Varsityt
(22 April 1945) (TIS Librery)



: TM CROSSING OF THE RHINE NORTH
oF UHR (OPERATION PLUNDER), 23 -
 MARCH 1945
(OENTRAL EUROPE CAMPAIGN)

_‘ | INTRODUCTION |

This monograph covers the operation o.:t‘ the 2lst Army Group
c_o_naiating of the First Canadian Army, British Second Army, and Ninth

Anerican Arny in its orossing of the Rhine River, north of the Industrial

. Ruhy éect:l.on, 23 - 28 March 1945, during the latter part of the Europedﬁ
phase of World War ITs It is written with the view of covering pre~

- parations prior to the crossings and the actions of the Assault Units.

| ~ To properly orient the reader it is sufficient to say that the

Allied Armies had made their. succeasful landings in Normandy. 'on 6 Juns
19hly, advaheqd through France, Belgium and Luxembourg, and were prepar-

ing to assault deep into Germany when the German Army struck in the | _
Battle of the Ardennes. The initiel Allied setback and subsequent victory
in this cperation is so well known that further elaborstion in wnneccessarys

Except for the mopping up phase, the Battle of the Ardennes was
“vecorded in history by 16 January 1945, The next item on the agends wus
the defeat of Germany by summer. Th;d overall plan for this ultimate
victory_ can best be stated in three distinct phases. -

"F_irst: ‘the destruction of enemy forces west of the Rhine and clos-

ing up to that rivers L
Seconds the seigure of bridgeheads over the Rhine from which to
develop operg.tibmi.intq Germgny,
© Thirds ‘the destruction of the remaining enemy east of the Rhins,
and the advance into the heart of the Reich,® (1)

In this monograph we are interested primarily m,jphgglq II but an
pﬁderatandj.ng of the events leading up to this phase is necessary to
properly develop the subject matters o o

~ By 8 February 1945, the allied forces occupied a general line as

88 shown on Map A. (@

(1) A"J..O’ Pe 670



| Allied foro‘ighting in Western Europe undefffeneral Eisenhower
at this time were 2lst Army Group on the la.f‘b consisting of Canadian
First Army, British Second Army and American Ninth Armys 12th Army. Greup
in the center composed of American First and Third Armies; 6th Army Group
on the right including American Seventh Army and French First m.
| The Allies contimmed to puah forward complying with Phase I
listed above encmmtering fierce opposition and by 12 March 1945 ocoupied
é line generally on the West Bank of the Rhine with the exception thet
two unexpected crossings had been made by 12th Avuy Group. Ons of these
| m at Remagen and the other southwest of Coblenz. The ability to make
these two crossings were :nideed 8 surprise to everyone, including the
Supreme Coumander himaelf. (See Map A)

_ A thorough astudy of the Rhine croasing had been made for many nonths
and it was decided by the Supreme Commander, General Eisenhower, that the
crossing would be made with the main effort in the 21st Army Group Zone,
nﬁxfth of the rich Ruhr éeet_ion. The surprise bridgehsads previously
established did not alter this prior decision. They had stolen some of -
Plunder'e thunder however. A frontal attack against the Ruhr prqperwhﬁ.d
been considered but only long emough to drop it like a "hot potatot and
to deoide that such an attack would be suicide and costly both as to men
" and materiel, with very littlé chance for success, (2),

© Z1ST_ARMY GROUP JISSION AND PLAN
~ The 2lst Army Group mission as’ outlined was "to oross the Rhime
north of the Rubr and eecure a firm bridgehead with the view to develop-
ing operatio_na, :Lsolater the Ruhr and to penetrate deeper into Germany.* To
accomplish this mission, 21st Army Group consisting of First Canadlan
Aray, British Second Army and Ninth American Army formilated the plan to
cross the Rhine with the British Second Army on the left and Ninth American
Army on the right, First Cansdian Army situsted on the extweme left had

(2) A-10, pe 77e



as its mission mag].v one of holding the line already established until
' Emer:l.ch was captured at which time 2d Canadian Gorpa would revert to
control of Canadian First Army. _Th_e main crossings for British_Ssconq
Army were o be at Wesel, Xanten and .Raeqf:, with the mission of securing
the general line Haltern-Borken-Booholt pnd Aubolt. To assist the British
Second Army in the capture of Wesel, WI:?[I Airborne Corps under operational
comtrol of British Second Army was to drép in area north of Wesel, assist
the British Second Amy and then secure & bridgehead north of the River
ﬁppe. | (Ses Map B) This eir dwep was té take place after the ground
troops had jumped off. The use of a.h-b&ne troops after eupioyment of
gvz"‘_c_»und‘ troops was indeed an imnovation :Ln their employment. It wQs plan~
ned thusly because of the predominance of Allied sir superiority and to
permit the massed firing of artillery on this ai'ea prior to the infantry
river agsault. So ilmportant was the airuome phase of this operation
that 2lst Army Group Commander had agreed to delay Operation Plunder for
a period of at least five days if ma.thezg conditions were unfavorable,
(3) | |
XVI Corps of Ninth Army was to crosp the Ehine in the vieinity of
Rheinberg, j:rotec"o the right flank of 2lat. Army Group, and secure the
use of Wesel and Dorsten. XIII corps and' XIX Corps were to hold 1t';he 1ine
and cross later, (See Map B) (L) ‘
Exbraots of 2lat Army Group Plan to aecemplish 'the above are quoted
&8s followsy - o
"Second Army wills wupon establiéh.tpg its right Coxps along the
general line of the railway betimen Dorsten and Borken allow
elements of Ninth U. S. Am to%pau through and to aﬁsm
responaibllity for. the area sou‘li;h of the road Wesel-Brunen=
Raesfeld~Herden (all inclusive t.o Ninth V. 8, Army). NOTE,
XVIII Us S+ Airborne Corps, withéth British Airborne Division
and 17tk Us 8. Airborne }Jivisic_mé attached, iz_nder operational
(3) 4=8, o 113 (4) A=6, po 2265 A~1, p. 252



controrf) Second British Army, will scol1ish an atrborne
assault (Operation Varsity) . o « o 17th U, 8. Airborne Dive
ision will pass to Kinth U S. Aray command as esrly as
practicable ;ror‘empléyment in a holding _roie on the Army south
flank, Ninth U. 8, Army wills assault across the thi'ue River
in the vicinity of Rheinberg and secure that portion of the
initial Army Grovp bridgehead within its zone, Protect the
right flank of 2lst Army Group, Hold the West bank of the
Rhins River from the bridgehead area south to M_g _
(oxclusivo) with the minimm force neceasary to efreot abaolute
sacurity. Retain one corps of three infantry and one armored
divisions in reserve, prepared to pass through the right corps

~ of Second British Army and advance to the gemeral line: Hamm
(inclusive)-Munster (imclusive), with its right flank along
the Lipps River from the vieinity of Dorsten to the east, Assume
oommand of the 17th U. 8. Adrborns nivipion when released by

'8econd British Army and employ it in a holding role along the

 Aray right flank, Be prepared to employ remaining available

_forces to augment the attack on the line HameMunster, and to

deepen the penstration into Germany," (5)

* ENENY STTUATION

The Germans had made the serious mistake of derending west of the
Rhine instead of initially taking refuge of the natural barrier wh:l.oh
nature had provided, They had been beaten ssverely and now were in no
~ position to make a determined wtand east of the Rhins. Von Runstedt had
been relieved as Commander—in-Chief in the west and Kesselring replaced
him, Army Group H under Blaskowlis comprised the bulk of enemy ,f'orou
faoing 21st Army Group. "The sector near Kr'ofpld_ 10" Just west of |
Emerich was the m_pombmty of First Parsclute Army, whifs further
west Twenty-Fifth Army was disposed across northwest ,na';'l.hnd..td the sea,
(5) A=6, pe 228,



| @ |

In the line betwsen Gologne and Essen there were four infantry divisions
divisions along the river opposite Ninth American Army; between Esaen
and.Emériqh thers were four parachute divisions and three infmltry‘

divisionss In reserve L7 Panzer Corps was in the area some fifteen
niles northesst of Smserich, with 116 Panser snd 15 Panr Grensdier
Divisions, Although Wesel and Rees had perimeter defenses and an entitenk
diteh, the enemy defenqg'a in the main were only such as had been prepared
in the short period since the end of the Rhineland battle. They had
1ittle depth and were mainly simple earthworkss" (6)

. Approximately one thousand German artillery pieces of all types
wore in the vicinity of XVIIT Adrborne Corps zomes Enemy air aotivity
had been tmﬁncpd sonsiderably. (7) It was estimated that early in March
the mw,m a total strength of 1,700 aircraft which could ve used
m the west. Of these, approximately six hundred fifty wré engaged in
' ‘the strategio defense of their homeland and in the bombing of Englands
The estimated capabilities and 1imitat16m of -the reminder of the planes
were disgeminated to all echslons concerned, (8)

© The Rhine 1s indeed a well known river, Many books have been written
and tales told about it. 'H_ow the Allies wers preparing to cross it in the
biggqgt auphibim cperation and military barrier since Normandy. Origi-
nating as & result of the melting suow of the Swiss Alps it flows for
approximately one undred miles to the wost along 'the German-Swiss bordex
%o Basel. There it turns north and splits France and Germany for the
same distanoe; and from thén on to the German-Holland 'bordef at Tamerichs
‘In Holland the Rhine divides into tlro tributaries and runs into the North
Seas Pr:l.ncipal c:mea along the Rhine important to this cperation are
Rheinberg, Xanten, Rees, Wesel and Emmerich. No place along the Rhine
even in low tide is fordable, It must be ferried or bridged. It varies in
(6) a=1, pe 2513 (7) A=1k, Do 13 (8) iA=8, ps T
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width from 700 to 1200 feet but in some places is as wide as two thousand
- feets The current from Rheinberg to Rees at the time of the orossing
was ﬁm three and one~half to five knots per hour. The river bottom ‘
waé found to be ‘rathe,z_' firm and of sufficient hardness to prop_ori_.y _
support bridge piling. In this area the Bhine is, enclosed within dykes.

| We call them levees, The ma:l.nr leves was spproximately sixty feet across
at ‘the bgse.dnd ten: to sixteen feet high, At the time of the crossing
the river had subsided scmewhat, but there was always that fear that the
_ Germans might cut the levees and by artificisl means imumdate the area.

(9) (See Map A)

. _ PREP&TION FOR THE GROSSING _
 Actual mitd.al planning for the ‘crossing took plaoe at a meeting

tn Brussels an 18 Gotober 15l at bich time Generel Hsenbover, Geserel,
Bradley and Mnrahal Montgomery were present. This was to be a huge cper-
at:l.on. The w:l.dth, depth and flow of the Rhine caused doop concern.
Because of this, it was decided to use naval craft and naval parsonnel to
- asaist in the _meﬂ,ins_“ assure success. Vast quantities of supplies,
inoluding raf.tiong;, ammnition, special bridge and ferry materials were
neede_d,' These supplies had been planned for and requisitioned months
before, S
~ British Qooondf.tm IOpenod its road head about 8 March 19L45. lost
- of the equipment uso_ci had %o be transported by highway although some was
moved by reil, By 23 March British Sscond Army had received 60,000 tons
of ammnition and 30,000 tons of engineer supplies. In addition, various
other types of supplies amounted to 28,000 tons, plus the usual daily
stocks used. The British gathered all available amphibious vehicless
Tnits of the Reyal Navy with their craft were brought over froa Belgim
and Hollend to add their support to the undertaking, Unite which were to
pqriiéipgtq'wgrg pwlled out of the lise and given rehearsals along the
(9) A-11, pe 423 '3-12, Pe 53 A=1, Pe 250,
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Maas River in an a. gimilar to their planned m-:.n.rossi_ng site. Mot
one detail which could possibly be foreseen was overlooked. (10)

On the Ninth American Army front similar planning and detailed
preparation was being made. During the initial planning stage the Ninth
-Army Engineers wéra expeoting a orossing with two corps in the asssult
echelon, Subuequent changes in the operational_ p:!._ana caused a revision

of this estimate. Having plamned for the larger operation, no great
difficulty was ensountered in reducing the frontage. Since the Ninth
Aruy Commander had no definite information as to which corps would be used
in the orossing, XVI Corps was directed on 19 February 1945 to prepare
det)a’iled plane for the crossing which could be used by them or by any other
corps which might be assigned the mission. This was an excellent example
of prior plmning If XVI Gorpa was used, its plan would already be mades
If anobher ‘corps was employed, an enormous amount of planning wuld
already have been accomplished and the newly asaigned corps wou:l.d not have
o start from scratch, (11) - )

Prior to this, Ninth Aruw plannera were woyrried about the etfeot:l.ve-
ness of the oraft to be used in the swift current of the Rhine. To test
this equipment prior to use, a board was established to: test certain
equipment, namely: DUKWs, LVI2s, LVThe (Alligators), M29s and N29Cs
(Weasels). The results indicated that this equipment would perform satis-
faotorily, and that the DUKWs and LVTs performed well without the use of
cablmys if the current was no atronger then anticipated, )

- Naval Detaohment 122.5.3, with 24 ICVPs reported to Ninth Army in
November 19L4. These were supplemented by 2l ICM3s. Tests were conducted
to qleteﬁiﬁe the possibllity of overland travel and the loading and un=-
Loading of these amphibious crafte cgrtainrquii‘icat'.:l.ons were necessary
but on the whole, it was found that they could be satisfactorily used.
Every piece of aquipmeﬁt to be used was tested where there was any doubt

'as to its lucoess.ful pwformance. (12) o
(10) A~Y, pe 2493 (11) A-13, p. 55 12) A-:I.B, pe 8
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To illustrate the magnitude of this operation with reference to

spedial equipment needed by XVI Corps alone, the following msjor items
of equipment peculiar to & river crossing are listed belows _ _
 Equipment 1153 Engre Co Gps  11LSth Engr. G. Gpe

8torm boats 160 80
S5=HP outboard motors 200 100
M2 assault boats 260 21k
22~HP outboard motors | 140 100
IVTs o & | 35
1CMs - 9 9
ICVPs 9 9
Power utility boats 12 12
M2 treadwey bridge units 2 2
¥l treadway bridge units | 2 0
Seamules 6 6
Class L0 Bailey rafts 12 12
lifebslts | 1,500 5,000
25-ton pontoon bridge wnits 10 0
DD tenks 15 ‘ 0

Vast qua_:ititipa of other types of supplies were also needed. (13) To
portray the detailed plaming exercised by Ninth Army and the engineers,
a detalled map of crossing sites for XVI Corps is included herein. |
(8es Hap ©) L o P
Ninth Army organized a stream orossing school to be run by the
11134 Engtneer Coubst Group to train englnesr troops in all types of
' engineer"obmtmetion'éx;d operations anticipated during this crossing. (L)
Equipment was secured rrom any source available. If it éoul;Lnot |
be issued and could be made, then this was accomplisheds A gigantic
logistica) problem faced Ninth Army prior to the attack. During the perioa |
(13) A-13, pe 125 (1) A=13, pe 12.
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ly = 2l March, 138 ,g tons of supplies were moved close behind the front
lines. An example of unusual supplies which Army engineers had to furnish
were 2,000 bridge piling and 10,000,000 board feet of lumber. A minmor
point now but one of mejor importence at the time was the fact that many
saw b;gdes were broken in an attempt to cut the lumber because of the
fact that shell fragments were embedded in thé_t:\mber. ‘A new use for
the mine_detector came into play to weed oui_loga with shell fragments
in ’ohem: Sharp shell _dein_is on roads was causing numerous pﬁnctures_ to
damage our short rubber supply in tires. Engineers developed & special
electremagnet mounted on trucks to clear roads of this hagard, (15)

When in early March, 1945, XVI Oorps was definitely told that it
- would make the assault crossing, the 30th Division and the 79th Division
were selected as corps assault troops. These two divisions were with-
drawn from the lines snd with the 1153d and 1148th Combat Enginesr Groups
of XVI Coxps started amphibious training of ten days duration under .oon-
aitions of both daylight and darimess. (16)
| ._ Every effort wag made by the Corps bcomander to effect coordination
and teamwork with instructions as to the job each man was to perform
being disgeminated to each individual soldier. Orientation lectures were
given down to and including assistant squad leaders to insure that no
doubt existed as to the mission. Each branch of the service was oriented
in a similar manner. Elsborate terrain tables were constructed giving
every detail, (17) | S |

In an effort to keep casualties %o a minimum, 2 i.rery\ elaborate
deceptive plan was formilated. All shoulder patches and uhit idemtiffe
cstions on vehioles were moved. Temporuy code names for CPs and
' route markers were assigned, Units moved from ome ares to another under
 cover of darkness and were in assembly areas prior to dewn each day.
IIX Corps went thfough river crossing training on the Erft River and Erft
Canal, When the 30th and 79th Divisions moved out of the Muese River
(15) A=6, po 2215 (16) A=6, po 2143 (17) A=5, pe 37

o



training area to their assembly areas, XIX Corps moved one division there
to indicate that no movement of troops had been mede from that ares, In=
terrogation of prisoners of war later verified that these measures wefe
effective in deceiving the Germans as to time, plece and units which

were to make the crossing, even though they. knew =a Voroasir'xgr was to be made,
Tn this way, surprise was achieved even though the emnemy knew what we

wez;q going to do, (18) | '

As an added meesure of deception, XIII Gorps was deslgneted to
perform Operation ﬁmcplait." This operation was designed with the inten- ‘
. tlon of lesding the Germans to belleve that an mctusl crossing would be
made in the Dusseldorf-Urdingen bend area about 30 March 1945. (See Mep B)
Road construction and ferrying 'sj;bos were built, Reconnaissance by
'infan'bry and cavalry units was carried out to indicate an asssult, All
clviliane in the area were moved out, Decoy bridge parks and dummy
installations of all typese of enginear supplies and river crossing equip-
ment were established. In other words, every phase of & river crossing
supply bulld-up was put into effect but it sotually was a decoy pure and
simple., To illustrate that this effort was not in vaim, the Germans
Hactually strafed this area 6n D day plus 2 and movad' some of their forces
opposite this gctivity, when thélr employment in other areas would havé_
been much more adventageous. (19)

As soon as possible after it became definitely known that XVIII
411ied Airborne Corps was to perform in Operation Plunder, under the code
‘name of QOperation Varsity, Goneral Brereton, Commanding Genersl of the
First Allied airbqrm Army, prescribed a rugged training program for ‘tho
_British 6th Airborns Division, Americen 17th and 13th firborne Division,
The 13th Airborne Division was subsequently relieved from the operationm
becausge .of insufficlent airliift and for the purpos_e of reorganizing under
‘& new TO & E, Training prescribed included loading, lashing and flights
for all glider un:ltvs.. Prgctlice and refresher jumps and one exeroise for
(18) A=9; A-6, pp. 226217, |
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sach Regimentsl Combat Team was set forth. The 17th Airborne Division

was located in the Chalons, France area and the British &h Airborne
Division was in England. " complete CFX, Exercise "Token' wes ordered

and went off as planned on 16 llarch 1945, A1l serials for Operation |
Varaity participated in semple :E:l.ight.a over s:l.milar distances and conditions
insofar as practicable as those to be flown on D-Dey. Staffiwork was
coordinated and equipment given mimite check for combat efficiency. Certain
" changes’ were made as a resuli of this OFX which pr&ed very successful in |
the actual operations (20)

Air force participa‘bion in the preparat:lon of Operat:i.on Plunder was
terrific, I% was well planned and in accord with accepted Air Force
.doctmoi. The initial phese of aerial preparation commenced on 21 Feb~
ruary 1945 when heavy and medivm bombers introduced the planm to isclate
northwsst Germany and the Rubr Section from contact with the remainder
of Genﬁany These attaoke'were made on communication centers, marshal-
~ ling yards, br:l.dges, railroads and roads. During this phase 22,000
pound bombs were wsed by the Britdsh for the first time, Within this area,
fighter<~borbers pe;ffomed outn_ta_ndh_ag.gmed reconpaiu_ance worke. Frqm 7
1 March to 20 March 195, Second Tactical Air Force, RAF, and XIX Tacti
oal Air Commend, Ninth U, 8. Arny lflem 3,966 sorties, . Second TAF con-
stantly harrassed enemy activity and novement. ‘raet:!.oal Mr Command
estina.ted losses to the Germans of 1,060 motor vehicles, 183 locamot:l.vea s
3,522 ra:i.lroads ocars and 338 raila out or destroyed, (21) _ _

On 21 - 23 March inclusive, serial attacks were begun ageinst towns
and cqmmicatim cent'era nearer the actunl cperation. Huge quantitles
of hgh explosive and incendiary baubs were dropped on the towns of
Bocholt., Dorsten, Coesfield, Borkan, Haltern, nunfiold, Anholt, Issel-
burg a.nd several tom in that general area, (Beo Map B} This was per—
r.omed hy the 2d TAF, RAF meer ‘Command, IX Bombardier Division and
(20) A=8, po L=5s (20) A~8, pe 13_.
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VIII Air Force. The ;ail;my systems :I.n this area were damaged to such
an extent that only one main line could operate in that ares, and this
one not closer than Dorsten. The Air Foica wag active tﬁroﬁghout Oper=
ation Plunder and assisted materially in the ultimate auécess. (22)

- Al availsble Arbillery wag massed in this area prior to the
attack. Over thirteen hmndred field pisces were concentrated in the
British Second Army gone and XVI Corps of Ninth Army had over six hundred
guns supporting ite  (23) o ,
~ With all prepm’oions mado, units o.f 2lst Army group were poised
and anxiously awaiting the big push.

B THE RHINE GROBSIHG AND ATTACK
At 1530 houra, 23 March 1945, Field Marshall Montgomery gave orders
to commence Operation "Plundex®. The big show was now to take places

The weather at this time was excellent and combined with such detailed
advanced planning, chances of success were mount:l'.ng.‘ With the artillery
laying dom hea.vy volumes of fire, 30 Corps, at approximately 2100 hours

23 March 19h5, launched ita crossing when the asseult waves of Slst
Division were ferried across the Rhine in Buffaloes near the vicinity of
Reess In addition to personuel, _esgential vehicles were also taken,

' :_r.q_ﬁhg short space of seven mimites, Word was sent back that the assault
wave had reached the east bank, The enemy defenses Were weak here and
before morning Slst Division was approaching the outskirts of Rees. (2k)
(See Mep D) - | o N |

~ While 5let Diviaion had eaéy-_ going initially they were in for &
shock when they hit the tomn of Rees. Here the Germans resisted stub-
bornly behind strongly fortified positions within:the town, and 1t tock
forty-eight hours of hard fighting before upits of 30th Corps could

“claim its capture. (25) I

At 2200 hours, 12th Corpa rollowing the same proeedure 88 30th

(22) A=2; DPPe 511’ 55’ 573 (23) A-l, Pe 25h3 (2k) A«ly Do 2553 A=2, Do 250;
(25) A=3, Do 8he
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Corps, touched the water at crossing site near Wesel and thirty minutes
later were poised on the outskirts of that town. This unit was lat
Commando Brigade. The brigade halted mo;nentarily to permit British Bome
~ bers to drop one thousand tons of bombs on the enemy in Wesel. The bri-
g#de followed closely on. the heels of the bombers and by 0300 hours
entered Wesel. Here the British encountered stubborn oppesition, i:ut
slowly and sureljr they pushed forward relentlesely with success as their
prinoiﬁal thought. By ﬁightfall the town of Wesel had been captured,
contact had been made with lfth U, 8. Adrborne Division which had drop=
ped near the Diersford Forest. (See Map D) ‘ |

At 0200 hours, 2k March 1945 which is actually known as D-Day, )
15th Division with four Asssult Battslions commenced their crossing im
the vicinity of Xanten \u:l.th the mission of pushing forward in its zone,
capture Bislch and make contact with the British 6th Airborme Division
. .which was to drop the next morning near the Issel River in the vieinity
of Hemminkeln. Initisl opposition was extremely light and within twenty
minutes the assault battalions were on the far bank and resupply had com=
menced, The left brigade of 15th Division met with ﬁ'bifr Germen resiqtanoo
and 15th Division reserve was committed to beat down this opposition, By
noen of the 2lth the bridgehgagi_ was relatively secure and comtact had
been made with elements of 30th Corps on the north. (26) (éqa Msp D)

~In both 12th and 30th Corps zones the as.sault. wave cén_aia_jbed _of. two
brigades each., Each i:rj.gade ‘consisted of two assenlt battalions which were
taken over in Buffaloss. Storm boate ferried the reserve battalions. Cless
9 ferries ia_re uged to trarisport heavier equipment, and class 50/60 Rafts
were al;so‘employed. As soon as the situation permitted, class FBE
bridges, ‘cless 12 and class 4O Bailey bi-idges were put in operation.

~ The plan for crossing vehicles over the Rhine was well organized,

Vehiglés_im_'e placed in a marshalling area. From there they went to a
(25) A-1, po 2563 A=3, po 82,
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vehicle waiting area. As space became available, Bank Control Group
called the vehicles from the waiting area and then they were ferried
across. After bridges were put in, the same procedure was followed,
Some oriticism might be enumerated ae followss
| v"_(l)‘ Better control could have been exercised from
ferry site to vehicle waiting aress. _
(2) Drivers of vehicles should be instructed in advance
the proper speed in crossing temporary bridges.
(3) More stress should be pleced on proper handling of
rafts because needed equipment was delayed several hours as |
a result of damage being done to bridges by runaway and
improperly driven crafte? (27)
In ths Ninth Army sector XVI Corps, under comand of Major General
John B. Anderson was designated the assault corps for the Army by making
the main effort, crossing the Rhine in the vieinity of Rheinberg, and to
secure a bridge head for Ninth Army in that _a:.rea. Ninth Army consisted
of XVI, XII and XIX Corps with XVI Corps being the only unit destined
to cross the Rhine on D-Day. (28) |
The Corps comander had decided to use 30th Division a.nd. 79th Dive
- ision in the initial orossing. The actual crossing was preceded with a
one howr artillery preparation during which time approximately one
‘thouaand rounds per minute were fired, This softened the German positions
considerably, In an interrogation of captured Germsn artillery officers
the .. next daj, it was found that the artillery preparations had been so 7.
effect-ivq that when captured they had not as yet seen thgir own in.tantry
retreating and this was what they had been waiting for when the American
troops captured them. (29) | _
B At 0200 hours, 2k March 19h5, 30th Division crossed the Rhine River
‘with three regiments abreast with the first iwo waves in storm boats and
the next two in double assault boste. This crossing wes in the vieinity

of Osuenberg. . .o . , .
(27) A=2, pp. 250-252; (28) A-5s Pe 365 (29) A—l, Pe 2563 A-é pe 231
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At 0300, theQne morning, 79th Division crossed in a similar
manner aj: eites near binalakan.' In each zone LCMs, LGVPs and DUKWs
were employed to transport supporting weapons, supplies and vehicles
to the east bank, (30) (See Map D) | |
By dusk on 24 March, XVI Corps had crossed all of the 30th Div~
ision and the 79th Division and other units were in the process of cres=
ging., The engineera had constructed a bridge across the Rhine at Wallanh
under enemy fire in nine end one-half hours. The 75th Infantry Division
with 15th Cavalry Group attached had supported the croésing by fire ard
were now employed to protacf the bridgé erossings and 5:1{'.65. The
assault unite had succeeded in capturing 1896 prisomers of war, killing |
250 and wounding 430 Germans. They had foroed a bridgehesd 4,000 to 6,000
yards in depth, Losses to American troops totaled 38 killed, 426 wounded
and 3 miesing which is considered extremely light considering the type
“of .operation involved., (31) .
An integrel part of Dpéra'bion Flunder was the plan to use the XVIII
Ue 8. Airbq:ﬁe Corps in an eir drop called Operatlion Varsity in the
vicinity north of Wesel, The order of battle for the corps consisted
of the -B-Féﬁiah 6th Airborne Division 1oca1_:ed in England and the lﬁh
fm_neriic#n :éilrborne Division based in France. The corps wes under operat-
- donal control of British Second Army initially and was given the specific
mission enumerated belows | '
*Te disrupt the hostlle defense of ‘Bhe Rhine in the Wesel
Sector by selzure of key terrain by airborne attack in order
rapidly to déepen the bridgéhead to be meized in an assault
crossing of the Ralne by British ground forces, and in order
t0 facilitate the further offensive operations. of B:rit:lsh
Second Army.® (32) | |
The 6th Airborne Division became airborne over England on the morn-
ing of 24 March 1945 made a rendezvous with the 17th Airborne Division over

(30) A<, po 2563 (31) A-L, Do 258, A~5, PP k=463 (32) A<7, p. 17,
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Belgium and prooeed’tq the drop and landing zones. Operation "Varsity"
was on 1ts way. (33). A% 0952 hours troopers léft. their plunés and in
twe hours and forty ;bwo m_’:!.nutea both Airberne Divisions had landed ine
cluding glider units., The jumps were in the main successful except that
the 513th FOT of 17th Airborne Diviaton landed spproximately 2,000 yards
north of its drop zone and as s reéult encount; ered heavy initial fight

ing. They' actually dropped where some British troops were supposed to

- land & short while later, By approximately 1500 hours, 17th Airborne

Divielon had linked up with lst Commendo Brigade near Wesel secured
Diersfordt and the high ground to the east, The British 6th Airborne
Division had little diff:loﬁlty in securing Hsmminkeln and 'the crossings
over the Issel River. By this time both divisions of XVIII U, S. Alrborne
Corpe had made contact on each flank. (34) (See Map D)

During the night 24 March, XVIII Airborne Corps was succeseful in

repelling two counterattacks, Ome csme from the Ringanbérg area and one

from the Bergen eres. Each was an attack in force but was promptly met

by owr troops north of Wesel, (35)
By midnight 2 Merch, 1945 1t 1s sefe to sey that the bridgehesd had

been relatively secured. (See Map D).

25 March found the Allies still pushing forward. 30th Corps ex-
parnded 1ts bridgehead in the Rees area, captured Rees and was now advanc-
ing at'eadil&. 12th Corps compieted the capture of cli:l__q'as_:l_.__eh and reenforced
their initial 1link with the airdrop., This was a rather qulet day for the
XVIII Airborne Gorps in that they were engaged mostly in mepping up, and
securing the ground slready geined, '1lst Commando Brigade céme ux_ader.
operational 'gbntrol of XVIII ‘Airbo._rne Corps and was attached to 17th Air=~
borne Division. One major.activity did take place in this zone. The
I%h'Aix;’borne.Division crossed the Issel Canal et 1500 hours and were
able to advance 3,000 yards during the night. On XVI Gorps front, pro-
gress was continued and the t_.éwn of Dinslaken was captured. 30th end
(33) -8, p. 165 (34) A-8, p. 21; (35) &=8, p. 22, p. 23,
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79th Divisions made _confac'l:. with each other and B%havisién Joined
up with lst Commando Brigade below Wesel. (36) (See Map E)

On 26 March XVI Corps captﬁrecl_ Bruckhausen. The éth Guards Armored
Brigade was gttachéd Yo XVIII Airborne Corps and with this attackment the
corpe continued a steady advance in the direction of Haltern and Lembeck.
5lst Division and 15th'niv:i,ai_.on tied in together and l43d Division a unit
of 30th Corps togetl_aerljgrith 3d Canadian Division captured the towns of
Millingen Vg‘r;c.lrl-lueth. ) 1i3d Division then turned north to attack Anhol¥:
and Issa}btirg, while '3d Canadian Division turned west to lay seige to
Emmerich. (37) (See Map E)

ed Holten gn;l :eacl_md the qubmund-Ema GanaJ.. _In the _viciniﬁy_of waldru.k
they ran into heavy msigta_.nda and had to put up & stiff fight. The
35th Infantrj' Division which in the meantime had orossed the Rhine came
into the center of XVI Corps zone of advance an&_ at 0600 hours attacked |
north of W + The 30th Division met with strong opposition in Gahlen
on its own left flank, The 17th U, Se ;irbom‘bi?iaion and the 6th -
British Airborne Division advanced 7,000 and 10,000 yards Tespectively
north of Gahlen. Heavy counterattacks pounding into the I?rit;ish 53d
Division were sucocessfully repulsed outside of Ringenburg. (38) 12th
Corps advanced ‘to Raesfield and Bocholt, 30th Corps was attacking north
alpng___the Rees-Isgelburg road and most of the opposition against them
became a thing of the past. 3d Canadian Division established itself on
the left of 30th Corps zone preparatory to capturing Emmerich. (See Map E)
' By 28 March 1945, XVI coipa troops had captured Gladsbach and Gablen.
17th Airborne Division mounted on tanks of 6th Guards Armored Brigade
' és.ptu:éd Dorsten and Haltern. 6th British Airborne Divis:l.p# was éuc_ceas-
ful in cspturing Erle and finally Lembeck. Rheds had fallen to 12th
Corps trocps and Bocholt was being shelled. m& bitter engagements 30th
Corps was successful :Ln establishing a line Haldom-Iaaolburs—Anholt.

. (36; A<l, p. 2583 A-8, App. 7, Pe 11 (37) A-1, p. 2595 (38) A~8, 4pp. 7,
P
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o | o
3d Ganadian Division moved in on Emgerich. (39)

. Thus by midnight 28 March tha bridgehead crossing of the Rhine
north of the Rubr was made securs and Allled troops ocoupied a line
generally I!:merioh-Booholt—Borken-Haltern. (8se Map B) In five days
the 2lst Army Growp had aecufea a br_;mgemd spproximately eighteen miles
deep and thirty-five miles long, _Thié paved the way for the future en=
circlement of the Ruhr and final drives into Germany,

ANI.I-!SIS ARD GRITIGISH

- In mak:l.ng an analysis of this operation, the first thing that
comes to mind 18 the vagt amount of planning which went into the pre=
parat:l.on for the assault orossing. Planning had been in progress sven
prior to the meebing of General Eisenhower on 18 October 19LL with
General Bradley and Marshal Montgomery, Such thorough planning with
attention given to every détail practically sssured success from the
| ‘beginning, |

The use of Naval personnel and ocraft to assist normal amphib:!.orua _
'equipmsnt was a sound dacision considering the strong current of the Rhine.

The plan to use XVIII U. $. Airborne Corps to drop north of Wesel
after troops had jumped off the night before was & master blow to the
Gm, conﬁsed_ them considerably, and paved the way for a much easier
contimuation of the attack and ultimate vietorys = |

Thorough rehearsal of the part eaeh unit was to play, sound neasures
of deception put into effect and elaborate tests of every type of equip~
ment put the_finishing touches on the detalled plamning, This was indeed
vital in preventing numerous casualties on the Allied's aide while oo
versely, it contributed immensely to the German losses,
| Combined efforts of all a_upportin_g arms, closely coordinated with.
the infantry in every detail made for much smoother performance.

- The agraaaive gpirit of tha 4irborne troops mounted on tanks pushed

' A=l, pe 259. :
(39) s De 259 20



the bridgehead dealgrbo enemy territory in a short griod of time and
permitted the British and American troops to be ready to proceed further
st full strength and momentum. The operation observed from the standpoint
of larger units was carried out so smoothly that very little criticiem
can be made of it, It is noteworthy however, that better control could
_have been exercised in procuring vehicles from the vehicle Wait:lng area
to the bridge and ferry site, Some drivers were slow in approaehi.ng and
crossing the bridge end thus impeded the build-up, Much needed bridge
equipment was demaged and time lost by runewey and improperly driven
eraft. |
LESOONS
le Seourity is of vital imporbanoe in any operation even though

A RUD 0z 5 e 1L AL

the enemy knows you ere in position ready to apring forward.

2. Surprise can be e.ohieved by soumi daceptive measures in spite

e s

of the fact that the enemy is aware of what you are going to do, He

I stlll dees not know when end where you are going to do 1%,

'}" 3. Proper application of supporbing arms namely air, artillery and |

N e S iyt 127

f nears, is of 'vital }mportanoe in any river oroasing and very conserv-

u‘nﬁﬁmn——a.‘mu K i

nginmﬂ'

% he Airborne troops en_tployod aﬁ:er ground troopa have Jumped off

I

proved to be effective in routing the Germens and aided mater:lally in

T o RS

expansion of 1the bridgehead,

p—

5. Nevsl parsonnel can be used effectively with ground troope 1in
preparing for a river crossing.

6, Adrborne troops riding on tanks of British aermored units make
an effective tank-airborne team,

7. Complete rehgarsels.end.minute detelled :lns'bruotions to a1l

iyt S

participating unite in a ma,,jor river erossing are of extrame importance.

e e et me e o e

8, Time must be ellowed for lower units to meke thelr preparation
for any/\g;‘r‘%‘ing\ és was properly demonstrated in this oparat.ion;
9 Armies of different Allied Nations can work in clese harmony to

achieve desired results,
21



10, Omce a river has been bridged, rapid expatgon is necessary te

btk ypm A e 1

ingure adequate aafety of croasing sites for the forthconing bruild-up
at the a:lte. '
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